
May, 2008 

 

Dear Rising Sixth Grader, 

Welcome to middle school, and great adventures in literature! Your 

summer reading will offer you a wonderful opportunity to meet new 

characters and explore new places through books. If you already 

consider yourself a reader, your success is assured.  If you are a 

reluctant reader, my mission is to guide you to novels that will hold 

your interest and make you eager for more. When we meet in August, 

we will discuss the five books you have read, and compare your 

reactions and feelings to those of your classmates and teacher.  Please 

follow the instructions below.  Email me if you have questions or 

problems with any aspect of this assignment. If you would like to read a 

book not on the list, I would be happy to consider your request, as long 

as the book is age-appropriate. Simply email me:  

drewk@thewalkerschool.org 

Yours in the love of literature, 

Miss Drew 

Required reading:    

 Each sixth grader will read The Cay by Theodore Taylor, and then choose ONE of 

the following titles: 

The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare 

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 



Each student will then select three additional titles from the list provided for a 

total of five books read.  Sixth graders may read all four of the books listed above, 

and then choose one from the summer list. Additional titles may be read for extra 

credit. For each book read, a 5x8 inch note card must be completed.  The 

directions, sample card, and grading rubric are as follows: 

 Use 5 x 8 inch note cards (any color).  Use one card per book.  

Required cards should be typed or in ink. 

 Sample card:  Front 

Name:  Sam Student                                 completed book 6/15/08 

The Cay by Theodore Taylor       Setting: The Caribbean Sea during WWII 

Main characters:  Timothy, Phillip, Phillip’s parents 

Genre:  Adventure; historical fiction 

Type:  Fiction 

Sample card: Back: 

Favorite quote:  “Dis be dat outrageous cay, eh, Timothy?” 

Last page of book  

I chose this line because Phillip is remembering his time on the island, and how 

important Timothy was to him. 

I liked the descriptions of the island.  They were vivid and I felt like I was there 

with the stranded characters, Timothy and Phillip. 

My only dislike was that Timothy’s dialect was somewhat difficult for me to 

translate. 

I would strongly recommend this book to any middle school student. 

 



 


